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in 2015. Pinnacle now provides neuroscience products to customers in 35
different countries, and the list is growing. We are thrilled to provide cutting
edge tools that enhance your research. Let us know what we can do for you.

For those who visited us at Neuroscience 2015 in Chicago – thank you. It
was so good to see everyone. Dave and I enjoyed the chance to socialize at
the mixer and to see many of you in person. It is always great to meet new

Surgery Tip

people and catch up with old friends.

An application of dental acrylic

Colorado, was the winner of our raffle. She is featured in this newsletter, so

coating is used during surgery to

continue reading to learn what Jennifer has in mind for her $1,000 in Pinnacle

cement headmounts and screws
to the head of the animal. In order

Jennifer Pearson, University of

products.

to properly apply dental acrylic,
submerge a brush into the resin
and then use the wet brush to

We are pleased to add Pittcon in March (Booth #1220) to our normal
conference circuit this year. Hopefully, we will see some of you there.

pick up a small "ball" of powder.
Place the clump of dental acrylic
onto the head of the animal and
gently spread it over the EEG
screws.

Pinnacle continues to expand, and we are looking for great people to join our
team. Check out our website for job openings!

If necessary, dip the

brush again in the resin to further

Have a great 2016.

melt the powder.
All the best,
Take care not to apply dental
acrylic on the skin, as this can
cause discomfort to the animal

Donna A. Johnson, President and CEO

later. If the dental acrylic hardens
onto the skin, carefully peel or cut
the excess amount off.

If after

hardening, there is skin trapped
underneath

the

dental

acrylic,

Fast Scan Cyclic Voltammetry Update
We are excited to showcase our Fast Scan Cyclic Voltammetry (FSCV) system

carefully pull the skin free of the

for rodents at the 2016 Pittsburgh Conference in Atlanta. This is a robust,

hardened acrylic and allow the

turnkey system designed specifically for the measurement of catecholamines

skin to rest loosely on top of the

in awake and freely moving animals. Pinnacle offers this system in a tethered

acrylic. Application of a lubricating

format for both mice and rats and in a wireless format for rats.

antiseptic

lotion

such

as

Dermachlor between the skin and
dental

acrylic

can

help

with

healing.

Pinnacle's FSCV system has been enhanced to include multiple preset
waveforms that can be selected at the push of a button. In addition, custom
waveforms can be programmed into the system. This powerful tool allows
researchers

to

address

and

study

the

underlying

mechanisms

of

neurotransmitter release and function quickly and easily.

Technical Question
My water bottle has started
to leak. How can it be fixed?
Water

bottles

provided

by

2016 Conference Lineup

Pinnacle use a vacuumlock for

We’re looking forward to another year full of exciting conferences and events,

water flow control, not a valve
seal. The control ball serves as a

including the following.

piston and releases water out of
Pittcon 2016

the tube when nudged inward.
Occasional dripping is normal.
Follow the

tips

below if

experience

excessive

March 710 in Atlanta, GA
APSS SLEEP 2016

you

June 1315 in Denver, CO

leaking

from your water bottle.

10th FENS Forum of Neuroscience

1. Always fill the bottle completely
full with water.
A bottle not
completely filled will drip more
while making a vacuum.
2. Check to make sure that the
rubber stopper is pushed firmly
into the bottle base.
3. Tap the control ball several
times to ensure that the water flow
stops as the control ball resets.
4. Once you hang the bottle,
recheck for leakage.
5. Remember: If the bottle is
shaken or bounced about, the
bottle can lose vacuum and
occasionally drip until the vacuum
is reestablished.
6. Small food particles, mineral
deposits or animal hair may build
up inside the drinking tube. This
will compromise your vacuum seal
and cause the bottle to leak. It is
recommended that the water
bottle be checked daily.

June 36 in Copenhagen, Denmark
Neuroscience 2016
November 1316 in San Diego, CA
AES Annual Meeting 2016
December 36 in Houston, TX

$1,000 Winner
Jennifer
candidate

Pearson,
at

a

the

doctoral

University

of

Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus,
was

the

Pinnacle

winner

of

products

$1,000
from

in
our

Neuroscience 2015 drawing. Her
current work focuses on studying
mechanisms of cognitive impairment
in

rat models of temporal lobe

7. After extended use, chewing on

epilepsy. Specifically, she has found

the tip of the drinking tube can

that

stop the control ball from sealing.

reactive oxygen species improves both recognition and spatial memory in the

If this is the case, the water bottle

rat pilocarpine model of epileptogenesis without affecting the severity of

should be replaced.

pharmacological

removal

of

status epilepticus or the development of spontaneous seizures. Her detailed
findings were published in an October 2015 article in the journal Neurobiology
of Disease.

Call for Posters
Many Pinnacle customers regularly

Pearson plans to use her prize money to purchase additional EEG equipment

present their scientific work at
conferences

and

to help expedite her studies. She hopes to graduate in the spring.

meetings

throughout the year. We would
love to share your research with
other users of our products and
systems. Please help us continue
to

advance

neurophysiological

Employee Spotlight
Tom Genereaux

studies by allowing us to host your
previously presented posters on

Computer crisis? Software issue? At

our website. We will increase the

Pinnacle Technology, there’s no one

visibility

better than Tom Genereaux to lend a

and

impact

of

your

research by sharing it with a global
community.
Please email us if you are willing

hand.

Genereaux, a software engineer at
Pinnacle for the last eight years, has

to share your research.

nearly five decades of career
experience. His work with all forms of

Comments
Have a technical question that
needs

answering?

Suggestions

technology dates back to his first high
school job, programming a PDP8,

for future issues? Let us know

considered the world’s first successful commercial minicomputer. Other jobs

what you want to see in our

have had him handling everything from ham radios to imaging devices for use

newsletter

by

emailing

us

at

on satellites. “I’ve done a few things,” Genereaux modestly says.

sales@pinnaclet.com
We'd love to hear from you!
An Ontario, Canada, native, Genereaux has not only worked in numerous

Information
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areas but lived in just as many. His family moved to Michigan when he was
13, and he has since lived in Illinois, Texas, California, Oregon, New Jersey,
and New York, eventually obtaining dual citizenship.

Join us on LinkedIn
Request a Manual

Upon moving to Kansas, it was a project taken on as an independent

Forward this Email

contractor that ultimately led Genereaux to Pinnacle. He worked in
connection with the company in 20012002 and met Dave Johnson,
Pinnacle’s Chief Technology Officer. A chance encounter while on a bike ride
in 2008 brought Genereaux to Pinnacle full time.

“I couldn’t recall his name, but he did have a unique email that I
remembered,” Johnson said. He realized he might have a position for
Genereaux at Pinnacle and invited him to submit his résumé. Genereaux
happened to be in the market for a new endeavor at the time and was happy
to come on board.

There is no such thing as a “typical day” in his position, but it’s the exposure
to “a number of different areas” that keeps him enjoying his time at Pinnacle,
Genereaux says. “It’s an incredibly fun and diverse environment.”
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